ALBUQUEEQUE

75

ALCIBIADES

abundant known forms. It may be taken
as the type of the protein compounds or the
nitrogenous class of food stuffs. It is a com-
pound of carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen and
oxygen, with a little sulphur. It abounds in
the serum of the blood and the vitreous and
crystalline humors of the eye. Another va-
riety of albumen exists in most vegetable
juices and many seeds, and has nearly the
same composition and properties as egg
albumen. When albumen coagulates in any
fluid it readily encloses any substances that
may be suspended in the fluid. Hence it is
used to clarify syrupy liquors. In cookery
white of eggs is employed for clarifying, but
in large operations like sugar-refining the
serum of blood is used. From its being
coagulable by various salts, and especially by
corrosive sublimate, with which it forms an
insoluble compound, white of egg is a con-
venient antidote in cases of poisoning by that
substance. With lime it forms a cement to
mend broken ware.

In botany the name albumen is given to
the food supply which surrounds the em-
bryo in the seed, the term in this case having
no reference to chemical composition. Al-
bumen constitutes the meat of the coeoanut,
the flour or meal of cereals, the horny part
of the coffee bean and the bony-like sub-
stance in vegetable ivory.

ALBUQUERQUE, ahlbuTcer'~ke, N. M.,
the county seat of Bemalillo County and
the metropolis of the state. Transportation
is provided by the Santa Fe and the Santa
Fe & New Mexico Central railroads. The
city is sixty miles southwest of Santa Fe.
As it is 5,000 feet above sea level it is a
famed health resort for tubercular patients.
There are large lumber interests, also rail-
road shops, a woolen mill and the usual
smaller manufactories. Albuquerque is the
seat of New Mexico University and of a
government school for Indians. The Harvey
Indian Museum, named for Fred Harvey
of railroad dining-room fame, is the world's
finest collection of Indian baskets and blan-
kets.

A mission was established here in 1658
and the building still stands. The Spaniards
settled the place in 1706, but the present
town dates from 1880. It became a city in
1802. Population, 1920, 15,157; in 1930,
26,570.

ALBUB/NTJM, the soft white substance
which is found in trees between the inner

bark and the wood, and, in progress of time
acquiring solidity, becomes itself the wood.
Alburnum is another name for sapwood.
ALCESTIS, alses'tis, in Greek mythology,
the wife of Admetus, king of Thessaly. In
accordance with an oracle, her husband was
to die unless some one could be found who
would meet death in his place. His aged
father and mother were asked to sacrifice
themselves for him, but they refused, and
Alcestis finally took upon herself the task of
saving him. As he recovered, Alcestis died,
but she was brought back from the gate
of the tomb by Hercules, or, according to
another legend, was sent back by Proserpina
after her arrival in the lower world.
ALCHEMY, al'kemy, the art which in
former times occupied the place of, and
paved the way for, the modern science of
chemistry, as astrology did for astronomy.
Its aims were not scientific, being confined
solely to the discovery of the means of pro-
longing human life and of changing the
baser metals into gold and silver. Among
the alchemists it was generally thought nec-
essary to find a substance which would pos-
sess the power of dissolving all substances
into their elements. This general solvent,
which, at the same time was to possess the
power of removing the cause of disease from
the human body and renewing life, was
called the philosopher's stone, and its pre-
tended possessors were known as adepts.
It is thought that alchemy originated in
Egypt. From Egypt the art was carried to
Arabia, where in the eighth century a school
of alchemy published the first known work
on chemistry proper. From Arabia alchemy
found its way into Europe, where the ear-
liest genuine works on the subject are those
of Eoger Bacon and Albertus Magnus, writ-
ten in the thirteenth century. Thomas
Aquinas was another noted alchemist. But
more famous than all the other was Paracel-
sus, a Swiss physician, whose work was
very important towards developing the man-
ufacture of drugs. He was followed by
Lavoisier, Priestley and Seheele, who, by the
use of balances, tested the results of alchemy
and laid down the principal ideas of modern
chemistry. See CHEMISTEY.
ALCIBIADES, alsiU'adeez, (about 450-
404 B. a), an Athenian general and politi-
cian, the nephew of Pericles. In youth he
was remarkable for his dissolute life. He
came under the influence of Socrates, but